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Contact 
 

Michael Trepanier 
Shared Use Path Program Manager, MassDOT 
Michael.Trepanier@dot.state.ma.us 
 
 

 





 Environmental impact avoidance and minimization 
measures are required by MEPA, the Wetlands Protection 
Act (WPA), Water Quality Certification (WQC), Chapter 91 
and permits under the Army Corps’ authority (404 and the 
Rivers and Harbors Act) require of impacts. 
 

 Avoidance includes reasonable alternatives (e.g. route, 
design dimensions and/or location) and the employment 
of best management practices (BMPs). 
 

 Impacts which cannot be avoided must be minimized 
through the use of BMPs.  
 

 Mitigation must be provided for impacts that cannot be 
avoided or minimized (i.e. replication,  restoration, 
compensatory flood storage, etc.) 

 



 Multi-use trail layouts can impact wetland 
resources and must meet performance 
standards.   

 

 Multi-use trails are subject to stormwater 
regulations to the maximum extent 
practicable. 310 CMR 10.05(6)(m).  

 

 

 



 Performance standards for “limited project” 
may be waived at the discretion of the issuing 
authority in these circumstances: 

 

 As maintenance and improvement of existing 
public roadways and shoulders 310 CMR 
10.53(3)(f) provided the improvement is 
widening less than a single lane.  

 



 Within a resource area, bike paths and trails are 
elevated on pilings and permit the “reasonably 
unobstructed flowage of water and adequate 
light to maintain vegetation”, 310 CMR 
10.53(3)(j).  

 Bike paths within Riverfront Area and outside of 
other resource areas provided: 
◦  Adverse impacts are minimized, generally paved area 

not to exceed 10’ except in previously altered areas 

◦ Access is not located in vernal pools or fenced in a 
manner to impede the movement of wildlife. (310 CMR 
10.53(6)  

 

 

 

 



 MassDEP, MassDOT and DCR have agreed to collaborate 
during the planning phase.  Early project coordination will 
help identify problem areas and explore potential 
solutions.  Selection of paths which are most likely to 
succeed will avoid wasted time, effort and money. 

 MassDOT and DCR could collaborate early with local 
Conservation Commissions on projects. 

 Roll out coordinated communication with Conservation 
Commissions about this Trails Initiative (as part of the 
Shared Design Guide & otherwise). 

 MassDEP will: 
◦ Contribute to MassDOT’s Shared Use Path Design Guide 
◦ Communicate with Conservation Commissions via MACC. 
◦ Offer guidance to Conservation Commissions where warranted. 

 



 Trail Guide to be completed and circulated 

 Continued collaboration between agencies 

 Continued Collaboration with MACC. 

 Questions? 
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